Synovial cyst at the C1-C2 junction and spondyloarthropathy.
A spinal synovial cyst is a rare extradural benign tumor generally located at the lumbar spine, arising at the facet joint capsule, and usually associated with degenerative changes. We describe a 64-year-old woman with a synovial cyst involving the quadrate ligament of the odontoid process, which caused neurologic signs. Her family history was positive for spondyloarthropathy. The radiologic investigations, preoperative differential diagnosis, and association of spondyloarthropathy with this rare benign foramen magnum tumor are of particular interest.